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eg and his mother, Denise, was blinded in one eye
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mbs exploded. The Richards became the symbols of
oston Strong, a family at the center of tragic loss and
ng recoveries, struggling to rise up and give hope to
hers.
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amerlan and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev as they tried to in Swampscott suffered a
The city is eyeing three sites to build a new elementary
cape a police dragnet. Boston Police Officer Dennis similar fate.
Who wins when plans for school in East Gloucester. Pictured is the current East
mmonds was injured by a pipe bomb thrown by the
arnaevs in Watertown as they tried to escape. Sim- new schools are shot down? Gloucester Elementary School on Davis Street.
onds died after suffering a brain aneurysm a year Not the kids, teachers and
parents who see lost oppor- of only 17 schools in the
It’s not much better at
ter the attacks, and his name was added to the list of tunities for a better educa- state selected for funding
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ose who lost their lives because of the attacks.
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New schools:
A thankless job

Carl Gustin
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The Gloucester Daily Times welcomes letters from its readers.
Letters can be sent via regular mail (Letters to the Editor,
loucester Daily Times, 36 Whittemore St., Gloucester, MA 01930), email
dolson@gloucestertimes.com) or by fax at 978-282-4397. Corresponence intended for publication must be signed, and should include
home address and telephone number. The latter is for verification
urposes only.
Letters should be limited to 450 words or less. They are subject to
diting for length and clarity.
Questions regarding letters to the editor can be addressed to David
Olson, editorial page editor, who can be reached by email at the
ddress above or telephone at 978-338-2531.

ity education. Preserving
open spaces, holding on to
the idea of neighborhood
schools, transportation
and of course costs to the
community are all issues
to be addressed by a school
building committee. Public
input is essential. Balance
is important.
But, the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
found that East Gloucester
Elementary School needs
serious help. It was one
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for East Gloucester:
 “The building envelope has visible deterioration, rust and rot, especially
around windows, doors and
vents.”
 “...allows for the infiltration of air, water and pests.”
 “Moisture infiltration is
a concern as ground water is
visible in the unvented basement area.”
 “Teacher workspaces
and copy areas are in the
hallways.”

R EADER A CCESS

Gloucester kids, all of
them, deserve a school
environment that allows
them, and their teachers,
to focus on learning, using
the best tools available, to
help prepare them for the
challenges they’ll face in
the coming years. What
will it take? That’s the
issue.
Carl Gustin is Gloucester
resident who writes occasionally on national,
regional and local issues.

due to ship strikes, not
entanglement. I disagree
that doubling traps on the
lines is one of the solutions.
More boats could be coming
back inshore, as longer trap
trawls cause more expensive
trawl entanglements offshore. These entanglements
can lead to cut lines and
lost trawls (ie. ghostnets).
Doubling traps won’t lead to
landing more lobsters either.
This mandate is an unjust
burden on lobstermen. As
previously noted in the
Gloucester Daily Times,
Larry Stepenuck brought
up the problem of the mussel farms and their spat lines
– another potential cause of
whale entanglements. What!
Is nobody hearing him? I
think lobsterman Mike Goodwin also brought up a good
point, when he said “I can
find any boat in America on
my cellphone.” Why can’t we
track these whales? All this
technology, and this is the
best you got?”
Gov. Janet Mills of Maine
wrote a great letter to the
lobster industry on federal whale regulations.
She ended it by saying “My
administration will not allow
any bureaucrat to undermine our lobster industry
or our economy with foolish,
unsupported, and ill-advised
regulations. I stand with you,
and I will do everything I can
as your governor to protect
your rights and your livelihoods and defend Maine’s
lobster industry in the face of
absurd federal over-reach.”
Nobody is talking about a
study in the New York Times
(May 2014) regarding the
massive kill of plankton from
the 200 million gallons of oil
that was spilled into the Gulfstream by the 2010 Deepwater
Horizon oil platform disaster
or regarding the neurological
damage to the cleanup workers. These plankton represent
a vital food source for the
whales. Meanwhile, Irving Oil
is currently funding the whale
research. How screwy is that?
The whale researchers were
mum regarding the detrimental effects on the whales from
the oil spill and applied dispersants as a reason for critical change in whale behavior,
food sourcing and birthing
rate. Instead, they are going
after the unchanging or
declining number of lobster
buoy lines.
There is a bigger picture
going on here. The big corporations have raped the land,
and now they are going after
the ocean. It’s a gold mine out
there. The big oil rigs with
their seismic testing, wind
farms, fish farms, mining of
the ocean floor, etc., want a
piece of the action, and those
pesky lobstermen are raining
on their parade. I think Gov.
Charlie Baker should put his
foot down on this ridiculous
mandate like Gov. Mills did in
Maine. They don’t care about
the whales; they just want
the ocean to exploit. They
are seeing big dollar signs —
the hell with the environment
— more pollution and more
money to be made. It makes
me sick to watch this happening in my backyard.
SUE WALLER
Rockport
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